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Human Services 
 

• Fund Mental Health Services – Due to nearly constant State funding reductions, the mental health system in 
rural areas features many gaps through which people with mental illness fall.  Our Police Department 
consistently responds to some of the same individuals with mental illness.  These individuals are not in a severe 
enough state to be involuntarily committed yet are a significant drain on resources due to not having a sufficient 
support network.  We encourage the State to appropriately fund mental health services to support individuals 
with varying levels of mental illness.  Providing this funding would be far less costly, far more effective, and an 
overall better option for the people involved than having responding officers repeatedly contact these 
individuals and having higher cost jails serve as a de facto mental health system. 
 

• Opioids Technical Assistance And Resources Are Needed – Provide additional technical assistance and resources 
to replicate leading practices to make Washington a leader in overcoming the Opioid epidemic. 

 
Public Works 
 

• Eliminate the provision that requires a vote to renew a voter-approved Transportation Benefit District, As Well 
As Eliminating the Number of Renewals – Eliminate the provision that requires a voted Transportation Benefit 
District to be renewed by vote every 10 years as well as eliminate the limit on renewals.  Sequim has an existing 
voted TBD, representing 50% of its street budget.  Sequim will be asking the public to renew it in 2018.   
 

• Provide Funding for Completion of an Interchange at Simdars Road - Provide funding for WSDOT to complete the 
US 101/Simdars Road interchange, critical for the development of the entire east side of the city of Sequim.  
Right of way has already been acquired and WSDOT has a preliminary design. 

 
• 101 Safety Improvements - Provide dedicated, adequate funding for rural State Highway safety projects, 

including improvement of the US 101/Happy Valley intersection in Sequim. 
 

• Bidding Laws and Procedures are Outdated - Allow greater latitude in using the design-build method of public 
works processing.  Also allow greater latitude in electronic bids. 

 
• Pass A Reclaimed Water Statute Defining It As A Resource And Not As Waste Water - Provide clarification of how 

all new reclaimed water recharge or agricultural contributions will be credited towards water rights applications, 
similar to how carbon and other air pollutants can be offset or traded using market tools.  Update the standards 
around reclaimed water piping to treat them similar to water lines rather than treating them as more dangerous 
than sewer lines.  Reclaimed water lines currently are restricted from being nearby to water lines more than 
sewer lines are restricted from being near water lines. 

 
• Dungeness Off Channel Reservoir - Approve trust land transfer between DNR and Clallam County.  This will allow 

DNR to acquire trust property southwest of Sequim to construct an off Dungeness Off Channel Reservoir that 
will keep water in the Dungeness River during the critical Chinook salmon spawning period and provide water 
for agricultural irrigation and aquifer recharge. 

 
• Fund, Construct, and Minimum Disruption During Construction of the Elwha River Bridge – The bridge is 

essential to the livelihood of the entire region. This bridge has major issues and needs reconstruction or 
replacement.  At this time, it is anticipated this will be a 3-year disruption once construction begins. 
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Economic Development 
 

• Funding for Phase II of the Guy Cole Center - The City of Sequim is growing as a cultural and economic center for 
East Clallam County.  The City owns the Guy Cole Mini Convention Center, which is roughly an 8,000 square foot 
facility.  In 2015, the City received $450,000 through a State Capital Programs Grant to remodel the Center.  A 
contract has been awarded for the first phase of the remodel project to be completed by March 31, 2017.  The 
City’s hope is to secure funding to upgrade the remainder of the facility as part of phase 2.  Phase 2 would 
include a complete kitchen remodel and the addition of attached storage rooms on the building’s north and east 
sides.  Additionally, phase 2 would include a south facing patio to accommodate outdoor community events.  To 
complete phase 2, the City will need to secure an additional $700,000. 
 

• Funding for Tourism/Filmmakers - Support the continued funding of the Washington State Film Office/ 
Washington Filmworks, which sunsets in 2017.  Support the legislation providing for State collection of the self-
assessment to tourism-related businesses as outlined by the Washington Tourism Alliance to develop a state-
wide marketing organization.  It does not cost the State a penny. 
 

• Apply Lean Principles to Lodging Tax Reporting Requirements – The new system is cumbersome, time 
consuming, and unrealistic for small organizations to gather the information required.  Municipalities vary 
greatly on what they are reporting.  The reporting requirements should be changed or eliminated.  We agree 
that lodging tax should not be used for inappropriate expenses. 

 
Public Safety 
 

• Fully Fund The Basic Law Enforcement Academy – Restore full funding for the Basic Law Enforcement Academy. 
 

• Support Preparation for the Cascadia Quake and other Emergencies – Properly fund public education and other 
preparedness measures, such as pre-stockpiling food. 

 
• Clarify Medical Insurance Requirements for Disasters - Clarify laws governing insurance requirements to allow 

medical professionals to practice outside of their typical work building during a large scale disaster and to allow 
practitioners from other States to assist here. 

 
General Government 
 

• Public Records Reform - Allow agencies to recover staff time incurred in compiling and redacting public records, 
unless certified as indigent. The State Auditor’s Office report on public records demonstrates the staggering 
amount of uncompensated time agencies are spending on public records.  Requests are becoming larger and 
more complex, which places additional strain on agencies.  Further, the strict liability nature of the Act sets 
agencies up for failure. Transparency is what is important; requestors who have the ability to pay should be 
required to do so. Doing otherwise creates requestor “hobbyists” who are looking for “gotcha” documents and 
then use that to extract money from the “offending” agency.  In addition, the amount of personal information 
on a public employee available to anyone upon request places public employees at a profound risk for identity 
theft.  Case law has made clear that rates of pay, publicly paid fringe benefits, vacation and sick leave, are all 
available to the general public. When that information is coupled with the amount of other information 
generally available without the need to make a public records request, public employees face an increased risk 
of identity theft. 
 

• Amend Publication Requirements - Allow publication on city websites, including through press releases.  This 
saves taxpayer money and provides more timely notice. 
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• Amend Joint and Several Liability for Government – Governments would still be fully liable for their acts, but not 
for the acts of others.  Some state agencies refuse to change the boilerplate provisions in their contracts; these 
provisions require the contracting agency to indemnify the state agency in full even if the State is responsible in 
some way. 

 
• Fully fund Municipal Research Services Center (MRSC) - MRSC is funded by revenues already allocated to cities 

and counties.  The City of Sequim uses MRSC extensively for assistance in areas such as legal advice, planning, 
finance, public works, and general research.  MRSC also provides thousands of hours of training to local 
governments each year, including the City of Sequim.  MRSC has an effective and cost efficient service delivery 
model. 
 

• Unfunded Mandates – The City of Sequim urges you to remember local government when you are passing 
Legislation and to avoid passing unfunded mandates on to us. 

 
Schools 
 

• Fully Fund McCleary – We know that the Legislature has become a difficult and partisan place yet we ask you to 
work together and to compromise to fully fund McCleary.  This stalemate is holding back our State, our ability to 
engage in proactive actions to better position ourselves in a rapidly changing world, and most importantly it is 
holding back our children’s futures.  Fund education as a basic service in a consistent and predictable way. 
 

• Eliminate the Super Majority Requirement for School Bonds – Change provisions to allow school bonds to pass 
with a 50% majority.  This will allow schools to keep pace in the global economy while representing the will of a 
majority of voters.  Sequim, and other districts, would have passed several school bonds had this been the case. 

 
Sequim will provide bill language for any requested bills. 
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