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Lodging Tax Advisory Meeting 
June 14, 2013 

Meeting Minutes 
 

In Attendance:  Shelli Robb-Kahler, Marcella Stachurski, Barbara Hanna. 
 
Other City Staff:  Craig Ritchie, City Attorney 
 
NEXT MEETING CHANGED TO FRIDAY, AUGUST 23 AT 10:00 a.m. in the 
Sequim Transit Center Conference Room 
 
March 8 Meeting Minutes – There was not a quorum of Lodging Tax Advisory 
Committee Members, so no action was taken on the March 8 minutes.  The minutes will 
be approved at the next meeting. 
 
YTD Lodging Tax – YTD Lodging Tax was reviewed.  The City of Sequim Lodging 
Tax numbers look very positive for the year.  As of the May report, which reflects 
numbers for the month of March, Sequim Lodging Tax is 14.72% over 2012 and over the 
2013 budget. 
 
Lodging Tax Use Update – City Attorney Craig Ritchie attended the meeting to help 
answer questions about the new Lodging Tax Legislation House Bill 1253.  The new 
legislation retains the allowed uses for tourism marketing, the marketing and operations 
of special events, supports the operations and capital expenditures of facilities owned by 
municipalities or a public facilities district, and supports the operations of tourism-related 
facilities owned by a non-profit organization. 
 
The new legislation does require some additional information from applicants who are 
asking to use Lodging Tax Funds including an estimate of how any monies they receive 
will increase the number of people traveling to Sequim.  As part of the follow up 
reporting, applicants must submit a report of how their use of the funds did result in 
travelers and how they determined the number. 
 
The legislation also requires that the LTAC generate a list of recommended potential 
recipients of funds, and recommend how much money they are able to receive to be 
submitted to the City Council.  Only those on the list are eligible to receive recommended 
funding.  In discussing the logistics of this with the City Attorney, it was determined that 
most of the process is already done through the annual budget process and that the list 
can be updated and submitted to the City quarterly following the LTAC Meetings to 
allow for new opportunities.  
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Barbara will revise the Tourism Enhancement Grant paperwork to reflect the new 
requirements and application timeframes. 
 
Olympic Peninsula Tourism Commission Annual Report and Planning Retreat –
Barbara shared the OPTC Annual Report, which outlines the activities and results of the 
Tourism Commission.  Shelli, Diane, and Barbara all participated in the OPTC Planning 
Retreat on June 6.  The goal of the retreat was for commission partners to finalize goals 
for the coming year to help focus decision making in the budgeting process and 
throughout the year.  Both Shelli and Barbara felt there was some good discussion during 
the retreat, but had hoped that final goals would have been determined by the days end.  
There will be follow up work with the retreat facilitator to finalize goals over the next 
few weeks. 
 
Wedding Promotion –The City of Sequim is scheduled to participate in the Seattle 
Wedding Show on September 7 & 8.  Barbara will set up the show on Friday, September 
6.  Toni Skinner and Monica Quevedo are scheduled to staff the booth on Saturday, 
September 7.  Andee Clancy and Jordan Schiefen are scheduled to staff and take down 
the booth on Sunday, September 8. 
 
Downtown Streetscaping –Furniture has been ordered, including two additional benches 
for the new City-owned property on Sequim and Washington.  Entrance signage should 
be ordered next week.  The wayfinding signage will be the last component to be 
completed, as it involves a lot more information and is taking longer to finish the design. 
 
Event Updates –  
There is a full slate of events taking place over the summer, which should keep the 
Lodging Tax numbers positive. 

• Independence Day Weekend – this has turned out to be a highlight of the 
Centennial Celebration and there is quite of bit of promotion being done for the 
weekend events. 

o July 4 – Old Fashioned Town Picnic 
o July 5 – Street Dance of the Century 
o July 6 – Golf Scramble 

• July 13 – Kingston Trio Concert 
• August 2 – 4 – Dungeness Cup 
• August 3 – Tour de Lavender 
• August 31 – September 1 – Air Affaire 
• August 31 – September 1 – Lavender Oil Distillation Celebration 

 
City Merchandise – T-shirts and baseball hats have been re-ordered.  Barbara also 
brought samples of the new sweatshirt hoodies that have been ordered in white and navy 
and are available for $35 at the City Hall and Visitor Information Center. 

 
Advertising and Promotional Materials 

• Print Ads – we are running an ad in the Visit Seattle visitor’s guides, and running 
on-line ads on visitseattle.org.  We are also participating in the Seattle Met and 
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Portland Monthly Destination Washington pages in May, June, August and 
October.  Barbara also brought a sample of the new Coho magazine where the 
City participated in a co-op ad with other OP partners. 

• Articles –There is a nice article in the Coho Magazine on Sequim.  Fox 
News.com recently ran a fun article on the 10 most mispronounced cities with 
Sequim as #4.  Information on family/kid friendly attractions was recently sent to 
Trekaroo.com one of the largest family oriented travel websites.  Barbara will be 
meeting with Kate Crockett at travel writer with Conde Nast Home and Garden 
UK. 

• Visitors Guide – Barbara brought copies of the new Sequim Visitor Guide, which 
are now available at the VIC. 

•  Pad Map- updates are at Inside Out  Marketing 
• Video –John Gussman began filming for the video during the Irrigation Festival.  

The video will be framed under the theme of “How Do You Say Sequim?”  
Barbara shared a shot list and project description with the committee. 

•  
2013 Meeting Schedule-  
 
All meetings will be held in the Transit Center Conference Room at 10:00 a.m.   
NEXT MEETING – August 23 BUDGET MEETING – this is a date change, as the 
meeting needs to happen sooner to accommodate the budget schedule. 
 
Friday, December 13 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 


