SEQUIM CITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF SPECIAL AND REGULAR MEETINGS
MARCH 9,2020
SEQUIM CIVIC CENTER
152 WEST CEDAR STREET
SEQUIM, WA

WORK SESSION CALL TO ORDER
The City Council of the City of Sequim, Washington, met in a work session at the Sequim
civic center, 152 w. cedar st., sequim, wA 98382, on Monday, March g, 2020. At 5
p.m., Mayor William Armacost called the special meeting to order. The meeting was
quorate. Deputy Mayor Ted Miller and Councilors Dennis Smith, Brandon Janisse, Tom
Ferrell and Troy Tenneson also were present. City Manager Charlie Bush was in
attendance.
Year-End 2019 Financial Report

Sue Hagener, Director of Administrative Services, gave a presentation on the City's
finances at the end of 2019. She answered Council questions.
2019 Financial Policy Compliance Report

Director Hagener provided

a

report on financial policy compliance during 2019.

Councilors discussed the City's finances.
Sequim Avenue Sidewalk and Bike Lanes Prolect

Public Works Director David Garlington reviewed the scope of the Sequim Avenue
Sidewalk and Bike Lanes Project and project cost. At a subsequent meeting staff will
present an interagency agreement with the Washington State Department of
Transpoftation for grant funding.
The work session concluded at 5.58 p.m.
REGULAR MEETING CALL TO ORDER
The City Council of the City of Sequim, Washington, met at the Sequim Civic Center,
152w cedar St., Sequim, wA 98382, on Monday, March 9,2020. The meeting was
called to order at 6:00 p.m., with Mayor Armacost presiding. The meeting was quorate.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Armacost led the flag salute.

ROLL CALL
City Clerk Sara McMillon conducted roll call. Mayor William Armacost, Deputy Mayor
Ted Miller and Councilors Tom Ferrell, Troy Tenneson, Brandon Janisse and Dennis
smith were in attendance. city Manager charlie Bush also was present.
APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA
The Council by unanimous consent approved the agenda for the regular meeting of
the Sequim City Council March 9,2020 as presented.
PRESENTATIONS
Proclamation in Support of Census 2020

The Council by unanimous consent approved a proclamation promoting awareness of
and participation in the 2020 Federal Census. Mayor Armacost read the proclamation.
PUBLIC COMMENT

Bob Bilow, a resident of the Sequim area, discussed correspondence between
Community Development Director Barry Berezowsky and City Manager Bush concerning
the development application for the medication-assisted treatment facility submitted.
PepaiWhipple, Sequim, alleged staff is improperly colluding with the Jamestown Tribe to
enable the construction of a medication-assisted treatment facility.
Nicole Clark urged people in the community to maintain civil discourse. She said she is
concerned about the negative comments posted on social media about the medicationassisted treatment clinic that are offensive and sometimes threatening.

Vicki Lowe said she is alarmed by the amount of hatred and racism expressed by people
in the area lately. Tribal people are afraid for their safety, and other people in the
community also feel unsafe.
Shenna Younger said there seems to be a hateful narrative going on in the community

that is destructive and divisive. She urged the City Council to pass a resolution
denouncing this false narrative of racism against the Jamestown Tribe.

Mark White spoke about his daughter Katy who struggled with heroin addiction, lf the
medication-assisted treatment facility had been available to her, she would still be alive
today.

Jim Stoffer, Sequim School Board Director, thanked the City for recent street and

pedestrian improvements, most notably on Fir Street. He invited Sequim City Councilors
to attend Sequim School Board meetings to continue the working relationship.

Herb Schairbaum said many people living in the Sequim community think of mindless
drug addicts wandering the streets when they imagine what a medication-assisted
treatment facility would be like. He said he thinks if people had more information about
how the clinic would be managed, they might feel better about it.
Judith Parkerexpressed strong supportforthe medication-assisted treatmentfacility. She
said people would probably not be opposed to a clinic for treatment of wealthy addicts.

Jodi Wilke said people expressing racist viewpoints in the community are not
representative of the Save Our Sequim or SOS group. SOS wants people to receive
treatment but does not want to bring people into Sequim.

Bill Biery, a member of Sequim's Parks, Arbor and Recreation Board, spoke in favor of
proposed funding for parks and recreation recommended to the Council by the board.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

At 6:44 p.m., Mayor Armacost announced an executive session pursuant to

RCW
42.30.110(g), to evaluate the qualifications of an applicant for public employment or to
review the performance of a public employee, He said the closed session would be 30
minutes in duration.

At7:14 p.m., the Council came out of executive session and stood at ease untilT:16 p,m.
when the meeting reconvened.
CONSENT AGENDA
City Clerk McMillon read the consent agenda.

MOTION: Deputy Mayor Miller moved to approve the consent agenda. Councilor Smith
seconded. VOTE: 6 in favor, 0 against. Motion carried.
The Council approved:

1.

Minutes of the Special and Regular Council Meetings February 24,2020

2. Claim Vouchers Totaling $827,92O.01
3. Ordinance 2020-004, an

ordinance of the City of Sequim, Washington,
repealing Sequim Municipal Code Chapter 5.36 and amending Chapter
1

8.08.020, regarding wrecking yards.

GENERAL BUSINESS

AB 20-023 Pro Tempore Hearing Examiner Confirmation

City Manager Bush explained that in September 2019, the City Council established the
position of Hearing Examiner. Sequim Municipal Code Chapter 2.10 covers the purpose,
authorities, duties and processes of the hearing examiner system. Sequim currently does
not have a contracted Hearing Examiner but has three pending administrative appeals to
be heard by a Hearing Examiner. Sequim Municipal Code 2.10.030 allows the City
Manager with Council confirmation to appoint temporary Hearing Examiner before a
regular Hearing Examiner is selected. A contract with Olbrechts & Associates is
presented for Council consideration, he said.
City Councilors discussed the proposed contract with Mr. Bush and City Attorney Kristina
Nelson-Gross. City Attorney Nelson-Gross explained that because the appeals are
concerning the process used for the medication-assisted treatment facility application,
they are an ,A1 decision type. This type of decision must be heard by a Hearing Examiner.
The decision of the Hearing Examiner is appealable to superior court.
Councilor Smith moved that the City Council confirm the City Manager's appointment of
Phil Olbrechts to hear the administrative appeals currently before the City as hearing
examiner pro tem. There was no second, and the motion was not taken up for discussion.

AB 20-028 Next Steps for Recruitment of New City Manager
Deputy Mayor Miller read a memorandum included in the City Council meeting packet
concerning the process for recruiting a new City Manager. The City Council intends on
negotiating a contract with Assistant City Manager Charisse Deschenes for lnterim City
Manager services. Following an initial period as lnterim Manager, the City may decide to
otfer Mrs. Deschenes a permanent position, Deputy Mayor Miller said.
AB 20-029 Utility On-Call Engineering Contract Award

Public Works Director Garlington addressed the Council concerning the need for a
contract for on-call engineering services for utility work. The Council previously awarded
a contract for on-call engineering services, but two firms are desired so that there is a
broader range of expertise available. Mr. Garlington said staff negotiated the proposed
contract with Kennedy Jenks concerning its fees, and the firm agreed to lower its fees to
an amount consistent with state law and other engineering firms.
MOTION: Councilor Tenneson moved to award the contract to Kennedy Jenks, in the
amount of $200,000, and direct the City Manager to enter into the on-call agreement.
Deputy Mayor Miller seconded. VOTE: 5 in favor, 1 against. Motion carried. Mayor
Armacost, Deputy Mayor Miller and Councilors Smith, Tenneson and Ferrell voted in
favor. Councilor Janisse voted against.
The Council authorized a contract with Kennedy Jenks for on-call engineering services
and authorized the City Manager to execute the contract.
AB 20-013 lnterlocalAgreement for Tourism Strategic plan

Communications and Marketing Director Barbara Hanna said about a month ago, a
proposal for the City of Sequim to participate in funding for a regional tourism strategic
plan was presented, and not approved by the Council. A member of the public requested
that Mayor Armacost place this item back on the Council's agenda for discussion.
Regional partners are requesting Sequim contribute $10,000 to the etfort. Councilors
discussed the proposed interlocal agreement.
Randy Johnson, Chair of the Lodging Tax Advisory Committee, addressed the Council
concerning the importance of tourism to the region's economy. This strategic tourism
study would examine the impact of tourism and set a clear course for future growth. The
plan would be useful and used, he said.
Councilors debated the merits of the $10,000 contribution,

MOTION: Mayor Armacost moved to approve the interlocal agreement between Clallam
County, Jefferson County, the City of Port Angeles and the City of Sequim to issue a
request for proposals for an Olympic Peninsula Tourism Strategic Plan as presented.
Councilor Ferrell seconded. VOTE: 2infavor,4 against. Motion failed. MayorArmacost
and Councilor Ferrell voted in favor. Deputy Mayor Miller and Councilors Tenneson,
Janisse and Smith voted against.
AB 20-030 Discussion of Agenda for City Council Advance
Councilors discussed possible topics for discussion at an upcoming City Council advance,
commonly known as a retreat. Councilor Ferrell proposed discussion of guiding principles
to use when making decisions. Other Councilors proposed development of shortterm
and long-term goals for the City. City Manager Bush recommended the hiring of a
professional facilitator. Councilor Janisse recommended an open-ended Council
discussion. The Council discussed what the product of the advance would be.

AB 20-031 Parks, Arbor and Recreation Board Funding Request
Parks and Arts Manager and Continuous lmprovement Manager Jason Loihle presented
request from Sequim's Parks, Arbor and Recreation Board. Board members are
requesting that money the City gains from renting a building to the Pan D'Amore bakery
be redirected to a restricted fund for parks and recreation activities. This would provide
about $10,900 a year. Councilors discussed the proposal.

a

MOTION: Councilor Tenneson moved to approve the redirection of space rental funds of
Pan D'Amore from the General Fund to a new parks and recreation restricted fund, to be
used for parks and recreation activities under the advisement of the Parks, Arbor, and
Recreation Board and managed by the Parks Manager or his/her designee. Councilor
Janisse seconded. VOTE: 6 in favor, 0 against. Motion carried.

The Council authorized the creation of a restricted fund to be used for parks and
recreation activities.

AB 20-032 Discussion of Proposed City Scholarship Fund
City Manager Bush outlined some legal constraints and issues involved in creating a City
scholarship fund. Providing public funds to individuals can only be performed if the funds
benefit the poor and infirm, he said. The Council discussed what the appropriate funding
amount for each scholarship would be. Councilors also discussed what aptitudes the City
would like to encourage and reward such as business, farming and trades.
Councilors directed the City Manager to provide additional information for discussion at a
later date, possibly at the annual City Council "advance," commonly known as a retreat.
REPORTS
Discussion of Collaboration with Sequim School District

City Manager Bush said collaboration with the Sequim School District was discussed at
the prior City Council work session. Staff would like further direction on what the Council
is seeking and if there is anything staff can assist with. A joint meeting could be held.
Dr. Robert Clark, interim superintendent for the Sequim School District, addressed the
Council. He discussed ways the City and school district could cooperate, such as with
equipment and expertise sharing and mutual assistance during snow events. Students
could job shadow or work an internship at the City. Dr. Clark talked about scholarship
programs and how a City program could be structured. He said the Council may be
interested in hearing about an upcoming bond measure.
Committee, Board and Liaisons
Presiding Officer
Mayor Armacost reported on the first Coffee with Mayor event at the Black Bear diner in
Sequim. Mr. Garlington said the public asked questions about pavement and culverts.
Mayor Armacost said he has heard reports of people accosted on the Discovery Trail. He
urged the public to maintain situational awareness. Mayor Armacost said he recently met
with County Commissioner Mark Ozias and discussed the application for a medicationassisted treatment facility and homelessness. House Bill 14OO may put some money
towards this issue. Mayor Armacost said he attended a Housing Collaborative meeting
with City Manager Bush. More outreach to the homeless population is needed.
City Manager
Regional Comm ittee Assignments

City Clerk McMillon said a vacancy exists on the North Olympic Peninsula Resource
Conservation and Development Council (NODC) due to Councilor States' resignation.
Councilmember Tenneson volunteered to serve on the NODC. A vacancy on the Clallam

County Solid Waste Advisory Committee also exists. Councilors wanted more information
on whether a City Councilor is required to serve on this board.
COUNCIL COMMENT
Councilor Janisse commented positively on the recent Sunshine Festival.
PLANNING CALENDAR

The next regular meeting of the Sequim City Council will be held Monday, March 23,
2020, at the Sequim Civic Center, 152 W. Cedar St., Sequim, WA 98382.
ADJOURNMENT

City Clerk

