CITY OF SEQUIM
MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING
MARCH 16,2020
SEQUIM CIVIC CENTER
152 WEST CEDAR STREET
SEQUIM, WA

CALL TO ORDER

The City Council of the City of Sequim, Washington, met for a special meeting at the
sequim civiccenter,l52w, cedarst., sequim, wA98382, on Monday, March 16,2020.
At 5:00 p.m., Deputy Mayor Ted Miller called the meeting to order. The meeting was
quorate.

ROLL CALL
City Clerk Sara McMillon conducted roll call. Deputy Mayor Miller and Councilors Ferrell,
Tenneson, Janisse and Smith were in attendance. MayorWilliam Armacost was excused.
City Manager Charlie Bush also was present.

REPORTS
COVI D-1

I

Situation Report

Police Chief Sheri Crain provided an update on local response to the COVID-19
pandemic, The Clallam County Emergency Operations Center (EOC) has been activated
for some time, and Clallam County Public Health and Human Services is coordinating
response. Sequim will tomorrow open an Emergency Coordination Center (ECC) to
support the county EOC. Opening the ECC will allow the city to work on coordinated
planning and communications. Chief Crain discussed what City staff is doing at the Civic
Center to minimize the potential spread of the virus.
ln response to a question from Councilor Janisse, Administrative Services Director Sue
Hagener discussed the probable financial impact of the disaster. Statf is purchasing
supplies for response and deferring unnecessary expenses to focus on continuity of
providing essential services. lnformation technology is important to continuity of
operations. The City of Sequim will provide a utility relief program to assist people
experiencing financial hardship. Assistant City Manager Charisse Deschenes said the
City is canceling meetings and events, and facility rentals so that no unnecessary
gatherings are held.

BUSINESS OF SPECIAL MEETING

Action Upon Declaration of CivilEmergency
Deputy Mayor Miller said the proclamation of civil emergency will allow the City to take
immediate steps to minimize the impact of the COVID-19 virus. Councilor Janisse said
the declaration also is a step necessary for federal funding to be made available.

MOTION: Deputy Mayor Miller moved to approve the proclamation of civil emergency.
There was an implied second. VOTE: 4 in favor, 1 against. Motion carried. Deputy Mayor
Miller and Councilors Ferrell, Janisse and Smith voted in favor. Councilor Tenneson voted
against the motion.
The Sequim City Council approved a proclamation of civil local emergency, effective
immediately, in relation to the COVID-19 response in the City of Sequim, authorizing City
of Sequim departments to do the following:

1. Suspend public works bidding and purchasing requirements and enter into

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.

contracts and incur obligations necessary to combat such emergency situations to
protect health and safety of persons and property; and
Open and close City facilities as may be appropriate to respond to the pandemic;
and
Modify business hours of City facilities as deemed appropriate by the Manager;
and
Take other emergency actions to protect life and property, as appropriate; and
Use emergency funding, budgeting, and contracting provisions as appropriate; and
Develop and implement creative solutions to provide relief to those impacted by
the economic implications as deemed fiscally and legally appropriate; and
Call out and use City personnel as needed in accordance with the City's Personnel
Policy Manual and Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan and employ
temporary workers as may be needed; and
Extend all powers and authorities contained in this proclamation to the lnterim City
Manager if the emergency declaration remains in place after the current City
Manager leaves em ployment.

Future City Council Meetings and Review of Planning Calendar
City Manager Bush said currently Washington State Governor Jay lnslee is cautioning
people to limit social gatherings to the greatest extent possible. The Sequim Municipal
Code and state law permit the Sequim City Council to meet once a month, City Clerk
McMillon said.
MOTION: Councilor Janisse moved to push the selection of the new City Councilor back
two weeks and do the meeting virtually. Councilor Smith seconded. VOTE: 4 in favor, 0
against, 1 abstention.

The Sequim City Council will hold the April 13,2020, regular meeting virtually online.
Councilor Tenneson left the meeting at 5:58 p.m. due to illness.

MOTION: Councilor Janisse moved to open up the vacancy untilApril 8. Councilor Smith
seconded. VOTE: 4 in favor, 0 against. Motion carried.
By this motion, the Sequim Council reopened the application period for the vacant City
Council Position No. 2 to Wednesday, April 8, 2020.
Briefing on Other City Meetings and Events

Police Chief Crain discussed vulnerable populations. The Sequim ECC will be working
with the county, rnedical personnel and other community nonprofits and groups as a
coordinated consortium for response. With the emergency proclamation in place, staff will
be able to act more quickly to a rapidly evolving situation. The Sequim Civic Center will
be closed to the public staffng to the public starting tomorrow.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business before the Council, and hearing no objection, Mayor Armacost
announced meeting adjournment at 6:29 p.m.

Mayor

City Clerk

