CITY OF SEQUIM
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
VIRTUAL MEETING

AUGUST 10, 2020

CALL TO ORDER

The City Council of the City of Sequim, Washington, met virtually using videoconferencing
and teleconferencing on Monday, August 10, 2020. The meeting was called to order at
6:00 p.m., with Deputy Mayor Tom Ferrell presiding. The meeting was quorate.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Deputy Mayor Ferrell led the flag salute.

ROLL CALL

City Clerk Sara McMillon conducted roll call. Deputy Mayor Ferrell and Councilors Sarah
Kincaid, Mike Pence, Dennis Smith, Brandon Janisse and Troy Tenneson were in
attendance. City Manager Bush also was present. Mayor Armacost was absent.

PRESENTATION

Peter King, Chief Executive Officer of the Association of Washington Cities (AWC),
recognized Councilor Janisse for achieving an AWC Advanced Certificate of Municipal
Leadership. AWC awards the certificate to Councilors who strive for excellence by
attending conferences and trainings, serving their community and developing leadership
skills.

APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA

Councilor Tenneson removed agenda item 7.3, “AB 20-067, Update of Transit Center
Lease Contract” from the consent agenda. Mayor Armacost placed the item under general
business for discussion as item 8.4.

MOTION: Councilor Tenneson moved to approve the agenda as amended. Councilor
Smith seconded. VOTE: 7 in favor, 0 against, Motion carried.
The Council approved the agenda for the August 10, 2020, regular meeting as amended.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Jeffrey Broughton, an area resident, discussed a tiny home development he has planned.
The development would achieve some objectives identified in the 2018 affordable
housing action plan, he said.
Rebecca Horst, a Sequim resident, said some area seniors have been scammed of their
savings during the COVID-19 crisis. The City should warn residents.

CONSENT AGENDA

City Clerk McMillon read the items on the consent agenda.
MOTION: Councilor Tenneson moved to approve the consent agenda. Councilor Smith
seconded. VOTE: 7 in favor, 0 against. Motion carried.
The Council approved:
1.

Minutes of the regular Council meeting July 27, 2020;

2.

Claim vouchers totaling $1,271,186.38;

3.

AB 20-068, Purchase Authorization for Fuel Tanks; and

4.

AB 20-069, Resolution R2020-18, a resolution of the City of Sequim
Supplementing Resolution 2009-18 and adopting new policies for minimal
competition public works contracting.

GENERAL BUSINESS

AB 20-070 Preview of Staffing Reguests for 2021 Budget
Finance Director Sue Hagener reviewed staffing position requests proposed in the 2021
Sequim Budget. Some work performed by contractors would no longer be needed, and
so if approved staffing changes would have little impact to the General Fund, she said.
She answered Council questions. Communications Director Barbara Hanna answered
questions concerning a communications position proposed. Police Chief Sheri Crain and
City Manager Bush discussed the need for an emergency coordinator position.

AB 20-053 Pubiic Ownership of Streets in Mariner’s Outlook Phase I

City Attorney Kristina Nelson-Gross said a proposal requesting the Council approve the
dedication of private streets on behalf of Mariner’s Outlook Homeowners’ Association

(HOA) was presented in June. The Council directed legal issues be resolved prior to
proceeding, and the City received a legal opinion from outside counsel concerning the
proposal. According to legal counsel, the City is not permitted to negotiate with the HOA
but must continue negotiations with individual homeowners or use some other method for

resolving issues, she said. Attorney Nelson-Gross said she would like to share the legal
opinion with the HOA, and she requested the Council waive attorney-client privilege to
allow the document to be disclosed.

MOTION: Councilor Tenneson moved to waive attorney-client privilege solely as to the
opinion received by the City Attorney’s Office dated July 28, 2020, relating to Mariner’s
Outlook Homeowner’s Association’s authority to grant the City road easements. Councilor
Smith seconded. VOTE; 7 in favor, 0 against. Motion carried.
The Council waived attorney-client privilege on a legal opinion received by the City
Attorney’s Office dated July 28, 2020 concerning private streets in the Mariner’s Outlook
subdivision, allowing this document to be disclosed.

AB 20-071 Housing Study and Affordable Housing
Senior Planner Tim Woolett summarized a Sequim housing ad hoc committee’s
recommendation concerning work force housing. There are some zoning and municipal
code changes that can be pursued. Community Development Director Barry Berezowsky
said he would like to hear if the Council has any objection to staff proceeding with this
work. Councilors expressed support and discussed possible ways to encourage the
creation of affordable housing in Sequim.
Director Berezowsky said staff would return to the Council within 30 to 60 days with some
amended regulations to consider.

AB 20-067 Update of Transit Center Lease Contract

Councilor Tenneson questioned the 83-year term of the lease with Clallam Transit System
allowing the City of Sequim’s use of the transit building next to the Civic Center. Public
Works Director Garlington explained that the original lease was for 99 years, and this
updated lease simply adopts the remainder of the term. The lease was involved in a
federal grant to construct the building.
MOTION: Councilor Tenneson moved to authorize the City Manager to execute the
Sequim Transit Center Commercial Lease Agreement update as written in attachment
one. Councilor Smith seconded. VOTE: 7 in favor, 0 against. Motion carried.
The City Council authorized the City Manager to execute a lease agreement with Clallam
Transit System for the use of a building on West Cedar Street in Sequim, effective
January 1,2020 and terminating January 1,2103.

REPORTS

Councilor Communications in City Newsletter

The Council discussed a proposal from Councilor Janisse for a section of the City
newsletter to be written by a Councilor. Councilors expressed concerns about the
potential for a Councilor to state opinions unsupported by the full Council.
Communications Director Hanna said Councilor profiles or other information about the

Council could be included in the newsletter. Council ideas concerning newsletter content
are always accepted.

CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO RCW 42.30.140

At 7:30 p.m., Deputy Mayor Ferrell called a closed session pursuant to RCW 42.30.140.
The topic of the session was “Introduction to Bargaining Unit Negotiation Process.” He
announced the session would be 15 minutes in duration.

At 7:45 p.m., the Council came back into session.

PLANNING CALENDAR

The regular City Council meeting scheduled for August 24, 2020, was canceled previously
by the Council during a public meeting. The next regular meeting of the Sequim City
Council is scheduled for Monday, September 14, 2020, starting at 6 p.m. to be held
virtually online.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business before the Council, and hearing no objection

Ferrell announced meeting adjournment at 7:50 p.ny-?
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