CITY OF SEQUIM
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
VIRTUAL MEETING

JANUARY 11, 2021
CALL TO ORDER

The City Council of the City of Sequim, Washington, met virtually using videoconferencing
and teleconferencing on Monday, January 11, 2021. The meeting was called to order at
6:00 p.m., with Mayor William Armacost presiding. The meeting was quorate.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Armacost led the flag salute.

ROLL CALL

City Clerk Sara McMillon conducted roll call. Mayor Armacost, Deputy Mayor Tom Ferrell
and Councilors Sarah Kincaid, Mike Pence (arrived at 6:11 p.m.), Brandon Janisse and
Keith Larkin were present. City Manager Charlie Bush also was present.

APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA

MOTION: Councilor Janisse moved to strike item 11 from the final agenda. Deputy Mayor
Ferrell seconded. VOTE: 2 in favor, 3 against. Motion failed. Deputy Mayor Ferrell and
Councilor Janisse voted in favor. Mayor Armacost and Councilors Kincaid and Larkin
voted against.
Councilor Pence arrived at 6:11 p.m.
MOTION: Councilor Larkin moved to approve the final agenda. Councilor Kincaid
seconded. VOTE: 5 in favor, 1 against. Motion carried. Mayor Armacost, Deputy Mayor
Ferrell, and Councilors Kincaid, Pence and Larkin voted in favor. Councilor Janisse

voted against the motion.

The Council approved the agenda for the January 11, 2021, regular City Council
meeting as presented.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Nicole Hartman, a Sequim resident, said she objects to the process for the appointment
of a Councilor to fill the vacant Council position, stating that all decisions must be made
in public. She encouraged the Council to open the recruitment to the public.

Marsha Maguire, a Sequim resident, discussed the recent breach of the U.S. Capitol
and rioting. She spoke against these activities and QAnon.
A member of the public named Josh, Sequim, denounced the QAnon group. He
requested Mayor Armacost also denounce this group.
Shenna Younger, Sequim, thanked former Councilor Dennis Smith for his service. She
urged the Council to be more transparent than in the past with the next appointment to
the Sequim City Council.

Debbie Crumb said she is concerned about the upcoming appointment to the City
Council. She encouraged the Council to appoint a female for greater diversity.

YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE REPORT

Youth Representative Hannah Hampton discussed a Salvation Army toy drive that was
held that was well attended. Before winter break. Judge John C. Cavanaugh met with
students virtually. All seniors are invited to a National Youth Science Camp, to be held
virtually. A virtual talent show is scheduled.

CONSENT AGENDA

MOTION; Councilor Larkin moved to approve the consent agenda. Councilor Kincaid
seconded. VOTE; 6 in favor, 0 against. Motion carried.
The Council approved;

1. Claim Vouchers Totaling $971,687.97
2.

Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting November 9, 2020

3. Arts Commission Work Plan for 2021
4.

Reappointment of Jeff Carter to Sequim Planning Commission

5.

Resolution No. R2021-01, a resolution of the City of Sequim adopting uniform
engineering standards for construction, repair, and improvement of streets within
the city limits.

GENERAL BUSINESS

AB 20-089 Ordinance Amending SMC 18.66 Accessory Dwelling Unit Code
At 6;30 p.m., Mayor Armacost opened a public hearing on a proposed ordinance
amending Sequim Municipal Code 18.66 concerning accessory dwelling units (ADUs).

Tim Woolett, Senior Planner, provided the Council with information concerning the
proposed amendment. Amendments are designed to make ADUs a more attractive
housing option, consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, to address an affordable
housing issue. Mr. Woolett discussed proposed amendments with the Council.
Mayor Armacost opened the floor to public comment.

Paul McHugh, a Port Angeles resident, said he thinks language concerning “workforce”
housing is unenforceable, and said he thinks the language should be deleted altogether.
Sequim should promote a diverse range of housing.
Hearing no further public comment. Mayor Armacost closed the public hearing at 7:17
p.m. The Council discussed several changes to the ordinance.
MOTION: Deputy Mayor Ferrell moved to adopt the ordinance revising Sequim Municipal
Code 18.66, with the identified changes. Councilor Janisse seconded. VOTE: 6 in favor,
0 against. Motion carried.
The Council approved Ordinance 2021-001, an ordinance of the City of Sequim,
Washington, amending Sequim Municipal Code Chapters 18.66 and 18.08 regarding
accessory dwelling units (ADUs), and providing for severability and effective date.
The following changes are included:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Delete “affordable/workforce” from 18.66.010; Purpose.
Re-inserted the definitions section (18.66.020) which were unintentionally stricken.
Eliminate the proposed definition for “Workforce Housing”.
Retained “or reflects a Pacific Northwest architectural style” in SMC
18.66.050(B)(4).
Moved the reference to SMC 18.62.030(C)(1)(c)from SMC 18.66.050(B)(9) to its
proper location in SMC 18.62.050(B)(8).

AB 21-001 Ordinance Amending SMC 18.62 Manufactured Home Standards
At 7:21 p.m. Mayor Armacost opened a public hearing on an ordinance amending Sequim
Municipal Code 18.62, Manufactured Home Standards. Senior Planner Woolett
presented the Council with information on proposed changes.
Mr. Woolett said proposed amendments provide a minimum size of 864 square feet for
manufactured/mobile homes outside of manufactured/mobile home parks. An accessory
dwelling unit (ADU) cannot be larger than 850 square feet, so this change effectively
prohibits manufactured/mobile homes from being used as ADUs.
Mayor Armacost opened the floor to public comment.
Paul McHugh, Port Angeles, asked a question concerning the size limitation.

Hearing no further public comment, Mayor Armacost closed the public hearing at 7:29
p.m.

MOTION: Deputy Mayor Ferrell moved to approve the ordinance amending the City’s
manufactured home standards in SMC 18.62.030 as presented. Councilor Larkin
seconded. VOTE: 6 in favor, 0 against. Motion carried.
The Council approved Ordinance No. 2021-002, an ordinance of the City of Sequim,
Washington, amending Sequim Municipal Code 18.62.030 Manufactured Home
Standards, providing for severability, and establishing an effective date.
AB 21-002 Ordinance Amending SMC 18.82 Grading and Clearing
Mayor Armacost announced continuance of the advertised public hearing. The Council
took no action concerning this item.
AB 21-003 Ordinance Amending SMC 12.02 Streets for Revised Engineering Standards
At 7:30 p.m.. Mayor Armacost opened a public hearing on an Ordinance amending
Sequim Municipal Code 12.02, Streets.
Interim Public Works Director Matt Klontz said the ordinance is required to keep the code
in conformance with revised engineering standards approved earlier in the meeting.
Mayor Armacost opened the floor to public comment, and hearing none, closed the public
hearing at 7:42 p.m.
MOTION: Deputy Mayor Ferrell moved to adopt the ordinance amending Sequim
Municipal Code 12.02 as presented. Councilor Pence seconded. VOTE: 6 in favor, 0
against. Motion carried.
The Council approved Ordinance No. 2021-003, an ordinance of the City of Sequim,
Washington, amending Sequim Municipal Code Chapter 12.02 “Streets”, providing for
severability, and establishing an effective date.
AB 21-004 Process for Appointing Councilor to Position No. 4 Vacancy
City Clerk McMillon said a vacancy exists on the Council due to the resignation of Dennis
Smith from Sequim City Council Position No. 4 on January 8, 2021, effective immediately.
Councilors filled a Council vacancy October 26, 2020, and the Sequim Council Rules of
Procedure provide that those prior applications can be included in the recruitment
process. Ms. McMillon recommended the Council use an expedited process by
considering only those applications previously received.
Councilors discussed the appointment process and said the position should be advertised
to the public.

MOTION: Councilor Janisse moved to direct staff to advertise the open Council position
in the normal way. and contact those that previously applied too. Deputy Mayor Ferrell
seconded. VOTE: 6 in favor, 0 against. Motion carried.
The Council directed City Clerk McMillon to proceed with the recruitment process used in
October of 2020, and contact people who applied in October to provide them with the
opportunity to be considered.
Ms. McMillon stated that in response to Council concerns, the process of selecting the
appointee is proposed to be revised. She presented a process whereby nominations
would be made, which differs from the adopted Council Rules of Procedure.
MCTICN: Deputy Mayor Ferrell moved to approve the nomination selection process
presented. Councilor Larkin seconded. VCTE: 6 in favor, 0 against. Motion carried.
The Council approved the following process:
1. The City Clerk will open a nomination period;
2. Councilors will be recognized by the City Clerk before making a nomination,
and nominations do not require a second;
3. Each Councilor may nominate one person;
4. The City Clerk will call for nominations three times before closing the
nomination period;
5. A nominee who wishes to decline the nomination must do so immediately after
the nomination period is closed;
6. The City Clerk will then take a vote on each candidate nominated, in the order
in which they were nominated. Councilmembers will raise their “virtual hand” in
order to cast a yes vote. Councilmembers can only vote for ONE candidate and
abstentions are not permitted;
7. The first candidate who receives a simple majority vote will be appointed;
8. If after a first round of voting, no candidate receives a majority, the top two
votegetters will then be voted on for a run-off;
9. In the instance that the top two are not clear, a second round of voting will be
held with all candidates;

10. If after three rounds of voting, no one is appointed, the Council may by motion
direct the City Clerk to take any necessary action, such as opening an
additional application period.
11.Any Councilors with a conflict of interest or appearance of fairness issue should
recuse themselves from all proceedings including candidate interviews and the
executive session, and not only from the vote itself.
REPORTS

County Climate Resilience Activities
Ann Soule, Resource Manager, said Clallam County and City of Port Angeles are
drafting an interlocal agreement to coordinate data collection for a greenhouse gas

emissions inventory in preparation for climate resilience planning. Sequim staff have
been told that City of Sequim will be invited to join in that effort. She discussed the
possibility of Sequim conducting an emissions inventory.
Human Services Police Fund Update

Police Chief Sheri Crain provide a presentation concerning the Sequim Human Services
Fund for 2020. As of November 30, 2020, donations for the 2020 calendar year totaled
$3,100 and expenses totaled $1,541.22, leaving a fund balance of $7,507.34. Donations
were split between individual donations by citizens hearing of the emergency fund and
faith-based or Sequim Cares affiliated organizations totaling $900 and $2,200
respectively.
City Council
Councilor Janisse discussed the following state legislation:
1.

HB 1035-2021-22, Providing local governments with options to grant relief and
preserve affordable housing in their communities;
2. HB 1012-2021-22, Providing a business and occupation tax credit to address
the economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on businesses in the state;
3. HB 1125-2021-22, Incentivizing investment in energy conservation and
efficiency measures and expanding opportunities for energy rate discounts to,
among other objectives, reduce the energy burden of low-income customers
and vulnerable populations;
4. HB 1128-2021-22, Concerning housing benefit districts;
5. SB 5029-2021-22, Concerning tax deferrals for investment projects in high
unemployment counties;
6. SB 5006-2021-22, Concerning local parks and funding options; and
7. SB 5012-2021-22, Providing a local government option for the funding of
essential affordable housing programs.

The Council agreed to authorize Councilor Janisse to discuss this legislation with
Sequim’s lobbyist, Davor Gjurasic, and Assistant City Manager Charisse Deschenes, and
represent the City concerning these matters.
PLANNING

The next regular meeting of the Sequim City Council will be held Monday, January 25,
2021, at 6 p.m. online virtually due to the pandemic.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mayor Armacost announced an executive session pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(g), to
evaluate the qualifications of an applicant for public employment or to review the
performance of a public employee.

Councilor Janisse requested this item be discussed in open session. Councilor Janisse
moved to table the executive session. The motion was not taken up due to lack of a
second.

Councilor Larkin made a point of order, stating that a motion to remove the executive
session from the agenda was defeated earlier in the meeting, and so a duplicative
motion is not in order.

City Clerk McMillon ruled on the point of order, stating that a motion defeated earlier in
the meeting to remove the executive session would need to be reconsidered. A motion
to reconsider would be in order, if moved by a Councilor who voted on the prevailing
side. No motion to reconsider was heard.

At 8:37 p.m., the Council went into executive session for the announced duration of 30
minutes.

At 9:07 p.m.. Mayor Armacost announced an extension of the executive session by a
time period of 40 minutes.

Mayor Armacost, at 9:47 p.m., announced an extension of the executive session by 5
minutes.

The Council came out of executive session at 9:52 p.m. and stood at ease. The meeting
reconvened at 9:55 p.m.
MOTION: Mayor Armacost moved to direct the Mayor to negotiate with the City
Manager relating to his resignation. I further direct the City Attorney to prepare such
agreement for presentation to Council after the Mayor and City Manager have reached
an agreement. Councilor Larkin seconded. VOTE: 4 in favor, 2 against. Motion carried.
The Council directed a separation agreement, negotiated between Mayor Armacost and
City Manager Charlie Bush, be presented to the Council at a future meeting.
ADJOURNMENT

With no further business before the Council, and hearin

iction, MayopArmacpst

announced meeting adjournment at 9:57 p.m.

liam Armacost, Mayor
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