CITY OF SEQUIM
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
VIRTUAL LOCATION

FEBRUARY 8, 2021

CALL TO ORDER

The City Council of the City of Sequim, Washington, met virtually using videoconferencing
and teleconferencing on Monday, February 8, 2021. The meeting was called to order at
6:00 p.m., with Mayor William Armacost presiding. The meeting was quorate.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Armacost led the flag salute.

ROLL CALL

City Clerk Sara McMillon conducted roll call. Mayor Armacost and Councilors Sarah
Kincaid, Mike Pence, Brandon Janisse and Keith Larkin were present. Acting City
Manager Charisse Deschenes also was present. Deputy MayorTom Ferrell was excused.

APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA

MOTION: Councilor Larkin moved to approve the agenda as written. Councilor Kincaid
seconded. VOTE: 5 in favor, 0 against. Motion carried.

The final agenda for the February 8. 2021, regular City Council meeting was approved as
presented.

PROCLAMATIONS AND RECOGNITION

Proclamation Honoring Former Councilor and Mayor Dennis Smith
Mayor Armacost read a City of Sequim proclamation recognizing former Councilor,
Deputy Mayor and Mayor Dennis Smith for over eight years of service on the Sequim City
Council. Mr. Smith was appointed on October 1, 2012, elected in 2013 and 2017, and
resigned January 8, 2021.
Certificate of Recognition for Pearle Peterson
Councilor Janisse read a certificate of recognition for Pearle Peterson, recipient of the
Boys and Girls Club of the Olympic Peninsula Youth of the Year Award.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Karen Hogan, Sequim, said the Sequim Good Governance League will hold Council
candidate interviews. She said she is greatly disappointed in the Council’s action
concerning former City Manager Charlie Bush.
Bob Bilow, Sequim, said the City Council should open a recruitment process for a new
City Manager.
Shenna Younger, Sequim, said she echoes what she has heard from many people, that
the City of Sequim needs a new Mayor.
Marsha Maguire said she supports the safe opening of Sequim businesses based on
sound medical and scientific information about the pandemic. She spoke against Mayor
Armacost.

Janine Bocciardi, Sequim, thanked the Jamestown S’KIallam Tribe for vaccinations and
for catering to the medical needs of the community.

Ken Stringer, Clallam County, spoke on behalf of the Sequim Good Governance League.
He said the Mayor’s comments about QAnon have damaged the Sequim community, and
he should resign.
A Sequim resident named Hailey spoke as a representative of grocery employees.
Sequim should look at some legislation from other cities such as Burien and Seattle
protecting essential grocery store workers.
Linda Melos, Sequim, said she is appalled at the witch hunt directed at Mayor Armacost.
He is a great Mayor, she said.
Joy Beaver, Sequim, asked what resources are available to Sequim to act against Mayor
Armacost for his QAnon comments and the forced resignation of Charlie Bush.
A member of the public named Colleen spoke in favor of the Mayor and against the
medication-assisted treatment facility under construction in Sequim.

YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE REPORT

Student Reports
Jack Van De Weghe discussed a high school cross country meet. School sports activities
are resuming. Some in-person schooling will resume March 1. Hannah Hampton reported
that the Irrigation Festival royalty pageant is being filmed and broadcast. Festival activities
give people something to look forward to.

CONSENT AGENDA

MOTION; Councilor Larkin moved to approve the consent agenda. Councilor Pence
seconded. VOTE: 5 in favor, 0 against. Motion carried.
The Council approved:

1. Claim Vouchers Totaling $550,703.95
2.

Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting January 25, 2021

3.

Resolution R2021-05, a resolution of the City of Sequim regarding Emergency
Order 2021-01 - temporary authorization for Security Services Northwest to
stage helicopter operations from their site in Sequim to respond to current
emergencies.

4.

Task Order No. 3 with Transpo Group for design services related to the North
Sequim Sidewalk and Bike Lanes Project.

GENERAL BUSINESS

AB 21-013 Ordinance for Interim Regulations and Controls for Certain Land Use
Decisions

Community Development Director Barry Berezowsky said the question before the Council
tonight is whether to make interim regulations regarding appeals of A-1 and A-2 land use
decisions permanent, extend those regulations for six months or allow them to expire in
early March. These temporary regulations in Ordinance 2020-009 clarified that appeals
of A-1 and A-2 land use decisions were to be directed to the Hearing Examiner rather
than the City Council, and that appeals from the Hearing Examiner’s decisions are filed
in Clallam Superior Court.
Mr. Berezowsky and City Attorney Kristina Nelson-Gross answered Council questions
concerning quasi-judicial proceedings. The Council adopts policy regulating
development, and then appeals are to be based on findings of fact and conclusions of
law concerning those policies. When the Council acts in an impartial, judicial way there
are strict procedures and inherent risk if those procedures are not followed. Ms. NelsonGross said the ordinance would clarify the appeal authority.
Mayor Armacost said he would be in favor of extending interim regulations for six more
months for information-gathering and dialogue with citizens. Councilor Larkin agreed the
Council should become more knowledgeable about the proposal.
MOTION: Councilor Larkin moved to adopt the ordinance extending interim control
Ordinance 2020-009 for an additional six months and modify the proposed work plan to

include further study by the City Council and direct staff to take appropriate next steps.
Councilor Pence seconded. VOTE; 5 in favor, 0 against. Motion carried.
The Council adopted Ordinance 2021-004, an ordinance of the City of Sequim,
Washington, extending interim control Ordinance 2020-009 for an additional six months,
establishing a work plan, entering legislative findings, and providing for severability and
effective date.

AB 21-014 Utility Rate Design Prioritization
Matt Klontz, Interim Public Works Director, said a utility rate study performed by PCS
Group made recommendations concerning utility rates. It also offered some options for
promoting equity among rate payers and achieving required revenue. The Council
decided to take on the task of utility rate design, which is complex, so staff is providing a
plan for this process. Mr. Klontz reviewed and discussed the plan with the Council, which
is as follows:

Focus One - Responsive to Social Economic Needs
• Evaluate expansion of the low-income utility discount program

Focus Two - Administrative Efficiency and Simplicity for Customers
•

Eliminate the two-tier sewer rate for residential customers

•

Eliminate the two-tier water rate for commercial customers

Focus Three - Equity Among Customer Class
• Calibrate meter size to industry standard AWWA factors for commercial customers
•

Consolidate certain customer classifications into the commercial classification

• Recalibrate base charges in relation to Single Family rates to match usage
Mr. Klontz said if the rate design changes are in place by August, the City can better
forecast revenues and prepare the annual budget. Mr. Klontz and Administrative
Services Director Sue Flagener answered Council questions.

REPORTS

City Manager
Communications and Marketing Director Barbara Hanna provided a report on the
upcoming Fourth of July Fireworks display. The display will be a 20-minute show for
$15,000 with funding from the Lodging Tax budget. There is some risk involved if the
City is unable to hold the show since there is a 25% up-front deposit. She asked if the
Council would be in favor of proceeding, and the Council directed City Manager
Deschenes to proceed.

City Clerk

City Clerk McMillon reported a total of nine people have applied for City Council Position
No. 4. Since there are many applicants, the Council may want to call a special meeting.
The Council directed City Manager Deschenes to proceed with the scheduling of a special
City Council meeting.
City Council

Mayor Armacost reported he has signed a letter supporting the decoupling of Clallam and
Jefferson counties from the Northwest group for COVID-19 recovery. The regional
approach takes away the local decision. Clallam County has worked well to control the
pandemic and has a firm grasp on the situation. No objection to signing the letter was
heard from the Council.

Councilor Janisse asked how the City Council plans to improve the City of Sequim’s
image to the community and region due to recent negative publicity. He also asked how
the Council can work better together and restore trust. He requested more information on
the possibility of a City Council ethics ordinance or resolution, or something about ethics
in the Council Rules document. Mayor Armacost suggested the Council can hold a retreat
to talk about these issues.

PLANNING

The next regular City Council meeting will be held Monday, February 22, 2021, at 6 p.m.
at a virtual location online.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business before the Council, and hear]
announced meeting adjournment at 7:55 p.m.

Attest:

SaralMcMillon, City C erk

