November 2021
Meeting Dates
City Council Regular Meeting

2nd & 4th Monday
6:00 p.m.

City Council Work Session

2nd & 4th Monday
5:00 p.m.

Planning Commission

1st & 3rd Tuesday
6:00 p.m.

Parks, Arbor, and Recreation
Board

3rd Monday 4:00 p.m.

Lodging Tax Advisory Comm.

Quarterly—Next Meeting
December 1—9:00 a.m.

Arts Advisory Commission

3rd Monday 3:00 p.m.

The Sequim City Council and other Board and
Commission meetings will be held online during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The meetings are held on Zoom.
Visit https://sequimwa.gov, scroll down to the Calendar
of Events and click on the meeting. Open the agenda
and click the link or call the phone number.

City of Sequim 2022 Proposed Budget is
Under Review
Staff presented the 2022 Proposed Budget to the City
Council at their September 27 meeting. The Council is
currently reviewing the budget for approval later this
year. Please see the attached insert for more information
on what is included in the proposed budget and the budget calendar.

“Kind people are the best
kind of people.”
- Unknown
November Kindness Ideas:
•
•
•
•

Bake someone a cake
Be polite on the road
Take a walk outside
Laugh often

Follow us on Facebook at City of Sequim
Government and on Twitter at City of
Sequim@CityofSequim.
City Website: www.sequimwa.gov

City offices will closed on Thursday,
November 11 in observance of
Veterans’ Day and on Thursday,
November 25 and Friday, November 26
for the Thanksgiving holiday.
Join us for an Arbor Day Celebration!
Please join the City of Sequim as
we plant a Japanese Maple tree at
Pioneer Memorial Park on Friday,
November 19 at 12:00 noon to
celebrate Arbor Day. Please wear a
mask and maintain physical distance.
The
celebration
recognizes
Sequim’s designation as a “Tree City
USA” by the Arbor Day Foundation, and is held in the
fall for the best planting conditions.
For more information, please contact the City of
Sequim Public Works Department at (360) 683-4908.

Another Successful Drug Take Back Day
Thank you to everyone who participated in the National Drug Take
Back Day on Saturday, October 23.
Staff and volunteers from the Sequim Police Department accepted
expired, unused, and unwanted prescription and non-prescription drugs. During a four-hour
window, 132 pounds of drugs were turned in for destruction by incineration. Turning in unused drugs keeps them
out of our water system and keeps the community safe.
Residents can bring unwanted drugs to the Sequim Civic
Center, 152 West Cedar Street, for disposal during regular
business hours, Monday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to
4:00 p.m.
Sign Up for E-Notifications
Get the latest City of Sequim news and announcements directly through your email or text messages.
Visit https://sequimwa.gov and click on Notify Me to
sign up.

Civic Center: 360-683-4139
Public Works & Community Development: 360-683-4908

Office Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Calling all 4th Graders and 9 Year Old Students
November 2021
COVID-19 Update
WASHINGTON READY
Washington Ready
The State of Washington is currently operating under
the Washington Ready plan in response to the COVID-19
pandemic. Due to the recent rise in COVID-19 cases and
the Delta variant, Clallam County and the State of
Washington have both implemented a mask mandate for
anyone aged 5 and older for indoor public spaces
regardless of whether you are vaccinated or not.
Beginning on September 4, the Clallam County Health
Department issued a mandate that patrons of bars and
restaurants must show proof of vaccination to dine or
drink indoors. Takeout and outdoor dining are an option
at many businesses and require no proof of vaccination.
Learn more at http://www.clallam.net/HHS/.
To learn more about the State’s COVID-19 response,
please visit https://coronavirus.wa.gov/
It is more important than ever that the community
follow all COVID-19 safety precautions:
• Stay home if you are sick
• Practice physical distancing
• Practice good hygiene
• Clean and sanitize surfaces
• Cover coughs and sneezes
• Get tested if you are experiencing COVID-19
symptoms
• Wear a mask to protect yourself and others
To learn more about the Governor’s Washington Ready
plan visit https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/
WashingtonReady.pdf for details.

The Sequim Civic Center is Open to the Public
The Sequim Civic Center is open Monday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Masks are required for
anyone entering City buildings to protect themselves and
City staff.
The public is encouraged to conduct business with the
City by telephone or on-line whenever possible. If an inperson meeting
is necessary, please schedule an
appointment.
Daylight Saving Time ends on
Sunday, November 7. Remember
to turn your clock back one hour.
City Website: www.sequimwa.gov

Please help us decorate the Civic Center
Holiday Tree.
Create your own ornament with the theme
“The Importance of Kindness. Learn more at
https://www.sequimwa.gov/699/Holiday-Tree

Fall and Winter Home Maintenance Checklist:
The weather is changing and now is a good time to be
sure your home is ready for the fall and winter.
 Service your HVAC equipment
 Clean the chimney
 Winterize outdoor plumbing
 Clean gutters and check roofing
 Prepare for winter storms—be sure to have supplies
on hand
 Turn off your automatic sprinkler system for the fall
and winter
 Clear storm drains on and around your property

How to Prepare Your Pipes for Fall and Winter
Winterize your outside water connections.
Unhook any attached hoses from outdoor taps
and drain any remaining water from the hose. Cover
the taps with a Styrofoam connector,
which you can purchase from a hardware
store, to help prevent freezing.
If you have pipes that are not
underground, disconnect them from the
water source if possible and blow air through them. If
disconnecting them is not possible, put insulation on or
over the exposed piping.
Going out of town for a few months?
If you live in the Sequim city limits and are on
City water, consider having your water shut off at
the meter by the City. There is a one-time charge of
$45.00 (rate through December 2021). You would only be
billed a stand-by fee of $27.31 for water and $27.31 for
sewer (rates through December 2021) per month.
You will need to come in to the Civic Center and sign
paperwork to have your water turned off.
After the meter has been shut off, there may still be
water in the lines. Turn a faucet on until no remaining
water comes through, then turn off the faucet. If possible,
turn off your water valve going into the house, if you
have one.
When you are ready to return, call the
Sequim Civic Center at 360-683-4139 at least two (2)
business days prior to your arrival to have the water
turned on. Please note: Someone will need to be at your
home when the meter is turned on.

Civic Center: 360-683-4139
Public Works & Community Development: 360-683-4908

Office Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

2022 Proposed Budget for the City of Sequim
City Council Reviews 2022 Budget

2022 Budget Calendar

Interim City Manager Charisse Deschenes presented the proposed 2022 budget to the City Council
at their meeting on September 27, 2021.

The Sequim City Council was presented with an
overview of the proposed 2022 budget at their
meeting on Monday, September 27 and had a
question and answer session with staff on October
25. Please check the calendar on the City website
https://www.sequimwa.gov for information on how
to access upcoming City Council meetings.

Budget Priorities
The budget, reflecting
the City Council’s priorities, is the financial
plan for the upcoming
calendar year and is
focused on balancing
the increasing demands
of a growing community that extends beyond city
limits, while maintaining and improving service levels within the constraints of City resources – during
a public health emergency. The proposed budget includes balanced revenue and expenses in the General
Fund (and all other operational funds) and maintains
acceptable reserve levels.
Your City staff and Council recognize that maintaining City services and facilities is more important
than ever. We are prioritizing work so that Sequim
continues to be welcoming and well maintained. To
that end, staffing levels remain intact to ensure that
streets and parks are beautiful, water and sewer services are delivered, public safety is maintained, and
general government services are efficiently provided.
The 2022 proposed budget continues to address
management of the Council Goals Work Plan, responses to the COVID 19 pandemic, delivers Capital
Projects as outlined in the Capital Improvement Program approved by the City Council in the summer of
2021, organizational development, improving efficiencies, community engagement, and cross-training
as part of succession planning for upcoming retirements. The proposed budget restores funds to areas
that were cut to the bare bones due to the pandemic.
It continues to support economic development, code
enforcement, municipal code “scrubbing”, technology improvements, and emergency management
planning.

You can find a complete copy of the
proposed budget at https://sequimwa.gov.
City Website: www.sequimwa.gov

•

November 8—Public Hearings on 2022
Budget, Property Tax Levy, Fees and Utility
Rates

•

November 22—Budget Adoption

Utility Rates
During the COVID-19
public health emergency,
Council has elected to suspend any rate increases for
water and sewer services.
Although rate increases are
based on the need to maintain the financial health of
the utility, as well as to meet the future debt needs,
while maintaining target reserves, other cuts have
been made to reduce financial stress on our community. The proposed budget includes the continuation
of the low-income discount policy which reduces
utility bills for those who qualify. Please see the other side for more information on the low-income
discount.

Property Tax
The budget also proposes the 1% property tax increase allowed by law. The
1% increase in revenue is
based on the City’s total
assessed value, which is
estimated to be higher this year because of the
growth in new construction. This growth may cause
the City portion of individual property taxes to decrease, depending on individual assessed values. The
final property tax levy is certified by the County Assessor’s office in January after all taxing districts
have submitted their requests.

Civic Center: 360-683-4139
Public Works & Community Development: 360-683-4908

Office Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Where does the revenue come from?
How is the money spent?
General Fund Revenue by Source—$11,654,058

General Fund Expense by Department—$11,531,510

City Website: www.sequimwa.gov

Civic Center: 360-683-4139
Public Works & Community Development: 360-683-4908

Utility Discounts
Available for Low
Income Residents
To financially assist
those struggling to meet
their basic needs, utility
rate reductions are available for qualifying low
income residents. You
may qualify if your income does not exceed
150% of the federal poverty guidelines and if you
qualify for the Clallam
County PUD discount,
you qualify for the City’s
discount. The exact
amount of your discount
will be administratively
determined upon receipt
of all of the applications
for the 2022 program.
Qualifying
applicants
will see the discounted
rates on their February 1
bill.
Applications for the
2022 discount are due
January 15, 2022 and
are available at the Sequim
Civic
Center,
DSHS, Sequim Community Aid, St. Vincent de
Paul, Serenity House,
United Way, and the
Shipley Center. Applications can also be
downloaded from our
website
at
https://
sequimwa.gov.
Please
don’t hesitate to call the
Finance office at the Civic Center at (360) 6834139 with your questions.

Office Hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

