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Chapter 10  

INTRODUCTION  

When a community preserves its historic and cultural 

heritage it is making a statement about itself, and 

about its citizens: who they are; where they have 

been; what they have done and are doing; and where 

they are going. Sequim is a friendly small town with 

a decidedly rural atmosphere. Its citizens desire to 

maintain that community character by deliberately 

preserving its rich and diverse historic and cultural 

resources that are worthy of that effort for preserva-

tion and celebra-

tion.  

The City of Se-

quim acknowl-

edges the wealth 

of historic and 

cultural re-

sources, which 

are essential to 

the natural beau-

ty and rich herit-

age of the 

Sequim Dun-

geness Val-

ley.  Preservation of that heritage of the community 

has been identified as a key component in the City of 

Sequimôs Comprehensive Plan update process.  The 

importance of Sequimôs agricultural past and its con-

tributions to future tourism-related economic devel-

opment continues to be recognized through the suc-

cesses of the numerous annual festivals celebrating 

that history and that culture. 

National and State Historic Registries 

The National Register of Historic Places is the na-

tionôs official list of buildings, districts, sites, struc-

tures and objects that are significant in American his-

tory, architecture, archaeology and culture. Under the 

National Preservation Act (1966), the states work in 

partnership with the federal government to expand the 

list according to specific criteria used for evaluation 

of the historic significance of the nominated property 

or place. 

There is only one site and building, the Sequim Opera 

House, within the City and its Urban Growth Area 

that is listed on the National Register; there is an addi-

tional building (Sequim Town Hall ï1914) that is 

listed on the Washington State Heritage Register. 

¢ƘŜ {ŜǉǳƛƳ hǇŜǊŀ IƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ {ŜǉǳƛƳ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

bŀǝƻƴŀƭ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ 

¢ƘŜ DǊŀƛƴ ¢ƻǿŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛŎƻƴƛŎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ {ŜǉǳƛƳΦ 

An additional thirteen sites in the Sequim-Dungeness 

Valley areas are currently registered Washington State 

Heritage Register or in the National Register of His-

toric Places.  The majority of the sites reflect the pio-

neer and agricultural activities that occurred through-

out the Sequim Dungeness Valley. Several sites, how-

ever, have antecedents as pre-historic Native Ameri-

can places dating back many thousands of years be-

fore non-Native settlement. On-going archeological 

research indicates the presence of important archeo-

logical resources throughout the Sequim region.  The 

potential for uncovering additional archeological re-

sources is a standard consideration before site plan-

ning and development occur. 

Historic preservation has many facets. It primarily 

involves the identification, maintenance, renovation, 

restoration and re-use of buildings and sites im-

portant to the communityôs history and sense of 

place, culture and traditions. These buildings and 

sites may represent significant building styles or de-

velopment patterns representative of a particular era, 

or specific periods in the communityôs past. Or these 

places could be associated with important personages 

and historic events.  
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Resources of Local Significance 

The Sequim community recognizes the need to iden-

tify those historical and cultural resources that are 

unique and important to the Sequim Dungeness re-

gion.  Examples of these resources include irrigation 

ditches, unique views and vistas, special landmarks 

(such as the old barns and farmsteads), and the tradi-

tional agricultural land use patterns as well as other 

historical structures associated with the agricultural 

heritage and coastal history of our community.   

Native American sites as old as 14,000 years show 

continuous occupation by the Peninsulaôs tribal com-

munities, which are irreplaceable resources of human 

history. The community values that historical and 

cultural tradition and intends that the city create regu-

lations that preserve sites that may be discovered as 

the city develops. 

Incentives for Historic Preservation  

The City of Sequim, with other private organizations, 

county and state agencies, may assist in the preserva-

tion of historic and cultural resources by providing 

special programs and incentives. These may include 

property tax credits; relief from strict application of 

building code requirements; and the use of condition-

al use permits. The City could also establish its own 

ñSequim Heritage Registryò honoring buildings, sites, 

places, and peoples with plaques and markers that 

briefly describe the historic and cultural significance.  

I/w Dh![ млΦм tw9{9w±!¢Lhb hC t[!/9Υ  tǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ {ŜǉǳƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŜǉǳƛƳ-

5ǳƴƎŜƴŜǎǎ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ōȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǝŦŀŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǝŦȅ мнΣллл ȅŜŀǊǎ 

ƻŦ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ 

RESOURCE PRESERVATION  

 
I/w млΦмΦм Dwh²¢Iκt9w{9w±!¢Lhb .![!b/9 

Identify and support the preservation of sites and 

structures in the City and its Urban Growth Area 

that have archeological, cultural or historic signifi-

cance, while accommodating the requirements for 

growth that is inevitable in attractive communities. 

Discussion: The identity of communities is founded 

in people and places that combine, over time, to form 

cultures. The biggest challenge to cultural preserva-

tion is community change ï growth and development 

are primary stimulants of change and attract the 

greatest attention of those who value preservation.  

One of the benefits of absorbing most growth within 

the urban growth area where the pattern of develop-

ment covers lands that are now substantially modi-

fied. While it is still possible that any infill develop-

ment site could reveal artifacts, the chances are much 

greater that rural lands outside the UGA are venues of 

past human activity. Sustaining the cityôs adopted ur-

ban growth strategy, including its goal to preserve 

rural lands that is a duty of the County, provides an 

effective balance between the potential impacts to 

settlement legacies from growth and development and 

the need to accommodate the changes to the commu-

nityôs landscape that growth brings. 

¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜƴǝǘȅ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜΣ ƻǾŜǊ 

ǝƳŜΣ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎΦ 

th[L/L9{ 
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I/w млΦмΦн 5h²b¢h²bΩ{ IL{¢hwL/ ±![¦9 

Encourage revitalization strategies and preservation 

efforts for the restoration of buildings, walkways and 

features of the Downtown core and surroundings, 

which recognize, emphasize and capitalize on the 

historic traditions of Sequim and the Sequim-

Dungeness Valley region. 

Discussion:  Maintaining the presence of city 

government and other civic and cultural functions 

such as the Library, Olympic Theater Arts, Museum, 

and Sequim Open Aire Market in the cityôs 

Downtown core helps promote community identity, 

cultural focus, and appreciation of local history. 

Buildings and locations that have played a significant 

role in Sequimôs history are important to record in a 

local register, mark with a plaque or sign, and 

preserve through incentives provided in the cityôs 

development codes. 

[ƛǾŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎ ŀǘ hƭȅƳǇƛŎ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ !Ǌǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ƛƴ {ŜǉǳƛƳΦ 

 
I/w млΦмΦо Lb/9b¢L±9{ Chw IL{¢hwL/ 

tw9{9w±!¢Lhb 

Assist in the preservation of historic and cultural 

resources by providing special programs and 

incentives.  

Discussion: The city has limited capacity to assist 

preservation efforts other than through regulatory 

mechanisms and partnering with other civic entities. 

Among the potential assistance to preserve properties 

are property tax credits (through state designation); 

relief from strict application of building code 

requirements, and the use of conditional use permits 

for re-use of historic structures. A ñSequim Heritage 

Registryò honoring buildings, sites, places, and 

peoples with plaques and markers that briefly 

describe the historic and cultural significance is one 

way to bring attention to community heritage without 

minimal public expense. 

One practical step to identity a history disguised by 

recent ñfa­ade improvementsò to appear more 

ñmodernò is to conduct an inventory through records 

research and, with the assistance of property owners 

and tenants, an examination of structures to reveal 

any lost original character. From this, a natural 

progression in preservation is to enact standards and 

procedures to restore heritage facades, often 

supported by local incentives for use or intensity of 

development. 

¢ƘŜ {ŜǉǳƛƳ hǇŜǊŀ IƻǳǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мфлт 

ōŜŦƻǊŜ {ŜǉǳƛƳ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƛǘȅΦ 




